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  3921 CHURCH STREET ♦ CLARKSTON, GEORGIA 30021 

    (404) 296-6489 ♦WWW.CLARKSTONGA.GOV 

      
                        Shawanna Qawiy, City Manager 
  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA        Tuesday, February 7, 2023 - 7:00PM 
                                         ZOOM  

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL   
 
3. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS/ PRESENTATION  

A. To approve the 01/10/2023 City Council Meeting Minutes and 01/31/2023 City Council 
Work Session Minutes.  

B. To approve a request from CDF Action for $10,000 for the Early Learning Task Force. 
C. To approve a resolution to deactivate the Housing Authority of the City of Clarkston. 
D. To approve the appointments to the Board of Commissioners of the Urban Redevelopment 

Agency (URA) of the City of Clarkston. 
 
4. REPORTS 

A. Planning/Economic and Development Report  
B. City Manager’s Report  
C. City Attorney’s Report 
D. Council Remarks  
E. Mayor’s Report  

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

Any member of the public may address the Council during the time allotted for public 
comment. Each attendee will be allowed 3 minutes for comments at the discretion of the 
Presiding Officer. The public comment period will be limited to 40 minutes, and it is not a time 
for dialogue. If your public comment contains a series of questions, please submit those to the 
City Clerk in writing. This will facilitate follow-up by the council or staff.  The City Council 
desires to allow an opportunity for public comment; however, the business of the city must 
proceed in an orderly, timely manner.  
 

6. OLD BUSINESS 
A. To approve amending Chapters 9.5 of the City Code regarding service stations and 

Chapter 11 of the Code regarding businesses; to limit hours of operation for convenience 
stores; to allow convenience stores that maintain video surveillance systems to acquire a 
permit for expanded hours of operation; and other purposes. 
 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 
A. To approve a resolution authorizing the renewal of the City Services Agreement with the 

Clarkston Community Center. 
 

B. To approve Perkins+Will, Inc. to conduct the Clarkston Greenway Feasibility Study. 

                 Councilmembers: 
Jamie Carroll            Laura Hopkins 

          Awet Eyasu        Yterenickia Bell 
          Debra Johnson           Susan Hood    

                     
 

   Mayor Beverly H. Burks  

http://www.clarkstonga.gov/


                          
 

February 7, 2023 - City Council Meeting Agenda  
 

 
 
 
 
 

C. To approve Construction 57, Inc. to perform the 2022 LMIG Church St. and Lovejoy St.  
Sidewalk Project.    

D. To approve a resolution to deny the claim for damages asserted by claimant Jermarcus 
Wheeler. 

 

E. To approve a resolution to deny the claim for damages asserted by claimant Jaque Wheeler. 
 

F. To approve a resolution appointing Dekalb County Board of Registrations and Elections 
to conduct the City of Clarkston 2023 General Municipal Election. 

 

G. To approve a request to allocate $82,800 in ARPA funds for the Amani Women Center 
Workforce Development Pilot Program. 

 
8. NEW BUSINESS  

 

A. To approve a resolution authorizing the city to purchase 3520 Montreal Creek Court. 
 

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 

10. ADJOURNMENT   
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION BY VIDEO CONFERENCE  
 
The City of Clarkston, Georgia will conduct the City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, February 7, 2023. The public may participate in the meeting by using the following 
information below:  
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89800310243?pwd=bTk5R21CYjFDS1hTYWZFbDNDZ2dyZz09 

 
Dial by your location 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 898 0031 0243 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kB90yH8B 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89800310243?pwd=bTk5R21CYjFDS1hTYWZFbDNDZ2dyZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kB90yH8B
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   MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF CLARKSTON, GEORGIA HELD 

BY TELECONFERENCE, ZOOM AUDIO/VIDEO 

IN SAID CITY ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2023 

On the 10th day of January 2023, at 7:00 p.m., the City Council of Clarkston, Georgia met 
in regular session by teleconference, Zoom Audio/Video in said City. Mayor Beverly Burks called 
the meeting to order. The following members of the Council Members were present: Vice Mayor 
Awet Eyasu; Councilmembers Jamie Carroll; Debra Johnson; Yterenickia Bell, Laura Hopkins, 
and Susan Hood. Absent: None. The following City staff were present: Shawanna Qawiy (City 
Manager); Dan Defnall (Finance Director); Tomika R. Mitchell (City Clerk); and Stephen Quinn 
(City Attorney).  

  
NOTE: Items appearing in these minutes are in the order they were discussed, not 

necessarily in the order they appeared on the agenda.  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 

2. ROLL CALL 
All members of Council were present.  
 

3. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS/ PRESENTATION  
A. To approve the 12/06/2022 City Council Meeting minutes and 01/03/2023 City Council 

Work Session minutes.  
 

Councilmember Johnson made a motion to approve the 12/06/2022 City Council Meeting 
Minutes and the 01/03/2023 City Council Work Session Minutes. Vice Mayor Eyasu duly 
seconded the motion.  
 
Councilmember Hood expressed a correction to Item 2, Roll Call of the January 3, 2023 
minutes. City Clerk, Tomika Mitchell stated she would make that correction.  
 
Mayor Burks called for the vote and declared the motion approved (6-0).  

 
B. To approve awarding Russell Landscaping the Right-of-Way Maintenance and 

Landscape Services Project in the amount of $242,022. 
 

Ms. Qawiy stated this item was to review, discuss and approve the staff’s recommendation for 
Russell Landscaping, as the lower bidder for the Right-of-Way Maintenance and Landscape 
Services Project. The project amount has been reduced to $132,185 due to in-kind services.  

 
Councilmember Bell made a motion to approve Russell Landscaping to receive the contract 
for the Right-of-Way Maintenance and Landscape Services Project in the amount of $132,185. 
Councilmember Johnson duly seconded the motion. Mayor Burks called for the vote and 
declared the motion approved (6-0).  
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4. REPORTS 
A. Planning/Economic and Development Report and the City Manager’s Report 

• The City received grant funding to assist with a Crosswalk Design Project. 
• The Forty Oaks historical analysis is near completion. Draft report expected to be 

complete by February 10.  
• The Zoning Re-Write is still under construction. The construction team has received 

numerous comments. The draft will be ready for public review by the February 23 
Planning Meeting. 

• Weather conditions have delayed the Rowland St. Project. 
• The Amnesty Program allowed several people to take care of their tickets. 
• The Flock Safety Clarkston Drone Pilot Program will start testing the utilization of 

drones as first responders in Clarkston.  
• Name your Pocket Park received 14 responses. The top three responses were: 

Sanctuary Park, Clarkston Halfway Park, and Trailside Green.   
 

B. City Manager’s Report  
• This report was given during the Planning/Economic and Development Report.  

 
C. City Attorney’s Report 

• No report given. 
 

D. Council Remarks  
• The Council members briefly gave an overview of meetings and events they attended, 

and projects they are currently working on.   
 

E. Mayor’s Report  
• Mayor Burks gave a brief overview of meetings and events she attended and other 

news of the City.  
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

Brian Medford made comments on Rowland St. holding the water during the rain event 
last week.  
 

6. OLD BUSINESS 
A. To approve the 2023 LMIG Proposed Projects. 
  
City Manager, Shawanna Qawiy stated the Office of Local Grants forwarded the FY 2023 
Local Maintenance Improvement Grant (LMIG) award letters to the mayors and the 
chairpersons of all the local governments within the state. The FY 2023 LMIG award letter 
contains information on how to apply for the LMIG funds, and the total award amount.  

 
To complete the application process, staff is providing the proposed list of projects for 
consideration under this fiscal year of funding.  The formula amount for the Fiscal Year 2023 
program is $93,532.50 with a local match of $28,059.75 (30%). The total project budget will 
be $ 121,592.25. 
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With an approved listed of projects the mayor will sign a cover letter with a notarized LMIG 
application.  The entire LMIG package will be submitted on-line before the application 
deadline of February 2023. 
 
The Council briefly discussed this item.   
 
Councilmember Hood made a motion to roll over the funding and combine it with next year’s 
projects. Councilmember Johnson duly seconded the motion. Mayor Burks called for the 
vote and declared the motion approved (6-0). 

 
7. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. To approve the reappointment of the City Attorney.  
 

B. To approve a resolution authorizing the reappointment of the Municipal Court Judge.  

C. To approve a resolution authorizing the reappointment of the Auditor. 

D. To approve the appointment of Councilmembers to the Standing Advisory Committees: 
Public Safety and Legal Committee; Transportation and Environment Committee; 
Housing and Infrastructure Committee; Community Development and Civic Innovation 
Committee; Business and Economic Development Committee; and Equity, Inclusion, 
and Opportunity Committee. 
 

Judge Will reiterated that it was his honor to serve the City and citizens of Clarkston and 
provided a few updates on projects and programs within the Municipal Court.   

 
Vice Mayor Eyasu made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda items. Councilmember 
Hood duly seconded the motion. Mayor Burks called for the vote and declared the motion 
approved (6-0).  

 
8. NEW BUSINESS  

A. PUBLIC HEARING - To approve amending the zoning map to rezone the properties 
located at 572 Woodland Avenue (18 047 32 007), 582 Woodland Avenue ( 18 047 32 
002), 586 Woodland Avenue (18 047 32 006), 590 Woodland Avenue (18 047 32 005), 
596 Woodland Avenue (18 047 32 004), 600 Woodland Avenue (18 047 32 009), 606 
Woodland Avenue (18 047 32 008) and 616 Woodland Avenue (18 047 34 001) 
Scottdale, GA 30079 (within the City of Clarkston) from I- Light Industrial to NR-CD 
Neighborhood Residential Community Development District. 
 

City Manager, Shawanna Qawiy stated this item was approve an amendment to the zoning 
map and a rezoning of the properties from I- Light Industrial to NR-CD Neighborhood 
Residential Community Development District. 

 
The Public Hearing opened at 7:34 p.m. 
 
Brian Medford spoke in favor of the rezoning.  
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The Public Hearing closed at 7:38 p.m. 
 

The Council briefly discussed this item.   
 
Councilmember Hopkins did not support this item due to information not given during the 
Work Session and other reasons.  
 
City Attorney, Stephen Quinn provided understanding on this item.  
 

 Councilmember Carroll made a motion to approve the NR-CD zoning for the parcels. 
Councilmember Bell duly seconded the motion. Mayor Burks called for the vote and declared 
the motion approved (4-1-1). Councilmember Hopkins voted “no” and Vice Mayor Eyasu 
abstained.  

 
 

B. To approve selecting a Vice-Mayor.  
 

Mayor Burks gave a brief overview of the role as Vice-Mayor, then allowed each candidate 
Vice Mayor Eyasu and Councilmember Johnson to address the Council.  
 
Vice Mayor Eyasu expressed his thanks to Council for the support over the years and 
presented his thoughts about him serving in this position. Vice Mayor Eyasu then stated he 
would like to continue to serve as the Vice Mayor. 
 
Councilmember Johnson thanked Councilmember Hopkins for the nomination and gave a 
brief overview of her tenure while serving on Council.   

 
The Council briefly discussed this item.   
 

 Councilmember Hopkins made a motion to nominate Debra Johnson as Vice Mayor. 
Councilmember Bell duly seconded the motion.  

 
 Attorney Quinn reviewed the City’s Charter and provided the process of selecting the Vice 

Mayor. Mr. Quinn stated the Council would need to vote on each nominated candidate. 
 
 The Mayor called the roll for a vote for each candidate. 
 
 The following Councilmembers voted for Awet Eyasu: Susan Hood, Jamie Carroll, and Awet 

Eyasu. 
 
 The following Councilmembers voted for Debra Johnson: Laura Hopkins, Y’Terenickia Bell, 

and Debra Johnson.  
 
 Mayor Burks declared the votes were tied and vetoed the votes by voting for Debra Johnson.  
 
 Debra Johnson will serve as the new Vice Mayor for the City of Clarkston.  
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9. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
10. ADJOURNMENT  

 
Councilmember Hood made a motion to adjourn. Councilmember Eyasu duly seconded the 
motion. Mayor Burks called for the vote and declared the meeting adjourned (6-0).   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 p.m.  

ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________

 Tomika R. Mitchell                     Beverly H. Burks  
       City Clerk                    Mayor   
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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION  

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF CLARKSTON, GEORGIA  

HELD BY TELECONFERENCE, ZOOM AUDIO/VIDEO 

IN SAID CITY ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2023 
 

On the 31st day of January 2023, at 7:00 p.m., the City Council of Clarkston, Georgia met 
in a Work Session by teleconference, Zoom Audio/Video in said City. Mayor Beverly Burks called 
the meeting to order. The following members of the City Council were present: Vice Mayor Debra 
Johnson; Councilmembers Awet Eyasu; Jamie Carroll; Laura Hopkins; Yterenickia Bell, and 
Susan Hood. Absent: None. The following City staff were present: Shawanna Qawiy (City 
Manager); Dan Defnall (Finance Director); Tomika R. Mitchell (City Clerk); and Stephen Quinn 
(City Attorney).  

 
NOTE: Items appearing in these minutes are in the order they were discussed, not 

necessarily in the order they appeared on the agenda.  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER  

 
Mayor Burks stated there is a correction to be made on the agenda under the Resident Comment 
Policy. Mayor Burks then read the policy.  
 
Vice Mayor Johnson requested to defer Item 6D to the February Work Session to be able to 
discuss this item at the retreat.  
 
Councilmember Eyasu made a motion to adopt the agenda with the two changes. 
Councilmember Hood duly seconded the motion. Mayor Burks called for the vote and declared 
the motion approved (6-0). 
 

2. ROLL CALL   
All members of the City Council were present.  
 

3. WORK SESSION- RESIDENT COMMENT POLICY 
 Mayor Burks read the Resident Comment Policy.  

 
4. PRESENTATION/ ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS     

A. To discuss a resolution authorizing the renewal of the City Services Agreement with the 
Clarkston Community Center.  

 
City Manager, Shawanna Qawiy stated the City utilizes the Clarkston Community Center 
for meetings and activity space for special events. Staff recommends renewing the Services 
Agreement with the Clarkston Community Center. 
 
The Council briefly discussed this item. 
 
This item will be placed on the next City Council Consent Agenda. 
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B. To discuss a request from CDF for $10,000 for the Early Learning Task Force. 
 

City Manager, Shawanna Qawiy stated CDF on behalf of the Early Learning Task Force 
requested to host eight meetings to discuss early learning issues, share information, and 
plan actions and sponsor the Storywalk Project for $8,360 and Early Learning Information 
Fair for $1,640. 
 
Roberta Malavenda of CDF Action gave a brief presentation regarding the  Early Learning 
Task Force Projects.  
 
The Council briefly discussed this item. 
 
Councilmember Hood recommended sending this item to a Standing Advisory Committee 
for discussion and recommendation to Council.  
 
Eyelachew Desta provided public comments.  
 
Cynthia Dorsey Edwards with CDF Action expresses her thanks to the Council for the 
support. 
 
Linda Travers, adjunct professor at Georgia Piedmont provided her comments. 

 
 This item will be placed on the next City Council meeting agenda. 

 
C. To discuss the recommended firm for the Clarkston Greenway Feasibility Study. 

 
City Manager, Shawanna Qawiy stated the City of Clarkston was awarded an Atlanta 
Regional Commission (ARC) Livable Centers Initiative grant in the amount of $272,000 
with a local share (20%) match of $68,000. The total cost of the project is $340,000. 
 
The City of Clarkston initiated a Request for Proposals in November 2022 from qualified 
vendors to produce the Clarkston Greenway Feasibility Study. The City received four 
proposals that were reviewed and evaluated by the evaluation team based on the advertised 
proposal criteria.  
 
After an extensive review process two firms, PERKINS + WILL and POND, were 
shortlisted for a final virtual interview on January 19th. 
  
The unanimous recommendation by the evaluation team was PERKINS +WILL. Staff 
recommended PERKINS + WILL to conduct the ARC LCI- Clarkston Greenway 
Feasibility Study.  
 
The Council briefly discussed this item. 
  
This item will be placed on the next City Council Consent Agenda. 
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D.  To discuss the recommended firm for the 2022 LMIG Church St. and Lovejoy St. sidewalks 
project. 
 
City Manager, Shawanna Qawiy stated the City of Clarkston received four bids for the 
Church Street and Lovejoy Street sidewalk project. Prior to advertising the project 
management team prepared a cost estimate in July 2022 of $140,000 to $160,000 for the 
project to ensure that the received bids were within a comparable amount. 
 
In November 2022, the evaluation team reviewed each submitted proposal based on the 
Invitation to Bid requirements.  Based on the bid requirements, Construction 57, 
Incorporated presented the lowest bid at $160,710. 
 
The 2022 Local Maintenance Improvement Grant (LMIG) funding allocation of $ 
91,600.45 with the 30% local match of $27,480.14 along with an additional $41, 629.41 
will be used to complete this project. The total cost of this project is $160,710.00. 
 
Staff recommended Construction 57 to perform the Church Street and Lovejoy Sidewalk 
project at a project cost of $160,710.00. 
 
The Council briefly discussed this item. 
  
This item will be placed on the next City Council Consent Agenda. 
 

E. To discuss a resolution to deactivate the Housing Authority of the City of Clarkston. 
   
City Manager, Shawanna Qawiy stated in 1983, Ordinance No. 114 was adopted 
authorizing the proceeds of the Single-Family Mortgage Revenue Bonds to be used in part 
to purchase mortgage loans for single family residential units located within the city limits 
of Clarkston.  
 
In 1984, Resolution No.121a was adopted and approved by Mayor and Council of the City 
of Clarkston due to a need to provide additional housing in the City of Clarkston due to a 
shortage of safe or sanitary dwelling accommodations available to  persons of low income 
and affordable rentals.    

 
The “Local Government Authorities Registration Act” requires that all local government 
authorities operating in the State to annually register and submit financial report via the 
Department of Community Affairs (DCA’s) Annual Authority Registration and Financial 
Report (AARF) system.  Authorities that fail to meet this requirement are prohibited by the 
Act from incurring any debt until completing the mandated filings. In order for the 
Authority to remain eligible to participate in a variety of state administered financial 
assistance programs, the local authority must be compliant with the filings required for the 
three most recently completed fiscal years.  The failure to comply with the requirements 
impairs the authority to legally finance its operations. 
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After research and review of the inactive Authority it has been determined that the City can 
deactivate its housing authority by adopting a resolution providing for its deactivation. The 
Housing Authority of the City of Clarkston has no assets or liabilities. 
 
City Attorney, Stephen Quinn gave a brief explanation for deactivating the Housing 
Authority. 
 
The Council briefly discussed this item. 
 
Brian Medford presents comments on this item.  
  
This item will be placed on the next City Council meeting agenda. 

 
F. To discuss the appointments to the Board of Urban Redevelopment Agency (URA) of the 

City of Clarkston. 
  
City Manager, Shawanna Qawiy stated each member of the Board of Commissioners of 
the Agency shall serve in such capacity only during the period that such person is also a 
member of the Governing Body and any person who succeeds a member of the Governing 
Body in office shall become a member of the Board of Commissioners of the Agency. 
 
Finance Director, Dan Defnall gave a brief explanation of how the reporting process. 
 
The Council briefly discussed this item. 
 
Mr. Quinn presented clarification on the appointment process of the board members to the 
Board URA.  
  
This item will be placed on the next City Council meeting agenda. 
 

G. To discuss a resolution to deny the claim for damages asserted by claimant Jermarcus 
Wheeler. 
  
City Attorney, Stephen Quinn stated the City received a claim from Mr. Wheeler’s 
attorney, alleging he was involved in an automobile accident during a police pursuit with 
DeKalb County. Chief Hudson looked into this matter and determined for certain that 
nobody in Clarkston was involved. Mr. Quinn stated he believed the attorney sent this 
notice to all the municipalities in the county within a certain number of miles. The City’s 
insurer has requested that when we receive claims to deny them in a Council meeting to 
starts the statue of limitations running and there is normally only two years to file a 
lawsuit.   
 
The Council briefly discussed this item. 
  
This item will be placed on the next City Council Consent Agenda. 
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H. To discuss a resolution to deny the claim for damages asserted by claimant Jaque Wheeler. 
  
City Attorney, Stephen stated the City this claim was regarding a traffic accident involving 
a city vehicle, but not any official city business. A claim was made by Mr. Wheeler and 
the insurance adjuster has been in touch with the claimant and asked the City to deny this 
to start the process.  
 
The Council briefly discussed this item. 
  
This item will be placed on the next City Council Consent Agenda. 
 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. To discuss amending Chapters 9.5 of the City Code Regarding Service Stations and 
Chapter 11of the Code regarding Businesses; To Limit Hours of Operation for 
Convenience Stores; To Allow Convenience Stores that Maintain Video Surveillance 
Systems to Acquire a Permit for Expanded Hours or Operation; and Other Purposes. 
 
Councilmember Bell stated in March 2022, there were concerns about the code and 
compliance of the convenience stores, as the current code does not allow any of the 
convenience stores in Clarkston to stay open for 24 hours. However, the convenience stores 
were not abiding by the ordinance.  
 
The ordinance today has two major components; an annual late-night permit to operate 
and maintain a video surveillance system.  
 
The Council briefly discussed this item. 
 
Mr. Quinn presented an overview of the ordinance and regulations pertaining to the 
convenience stores.  
 
The Council also discussed the definition of convenience stores and service stations, with 
an explanation from Mr. Quinn.   
 
Brian Medford presented comments on this item.  
  
This item will be placed on the next City Council meeting agenda. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS  
 

A. To discuss a resolution to authorize the city to purchase 3520 Montreal Creek Court. 
 
City Manager, Shawanna Qawiy stated the city has determined that it is in the public 
interest to acquire the +/-2.0 acres of property known as 3520 Montreal Creek Court, 
Clarkston, GA 30021. The property owner has offered to sell the property to the city for 
$70,000. 
 
Mayor Burks stated the City is planning to have a park at the purchased property.  
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The Council briefly discussed this item. 
 
Brian Medford presented comments on this item.  
  
This item will be placed on the next City Council meeting agenda. 

 
B. To discuss a resolution appointing Dekalb County Board of Registrations and Elections to 

conduct the City of Clarkston 2023 General Municipal Election. 
 

City Clerk, Tomika Mitchell stated this item was to approve Dekalb County to conduct the 
City of Clarkston’s 2023 General Municipal Election, under the standing interlocal 
agreement from October 2013.  
 
Mayor Burks stated there will be three seats up for election in November 2023.  
 
Ms. Mitchell also stated the qualifying fee has been published in the legal organ, Champion 
New. The qualifying fee is 3% of the Councilmember salary, which is $360.  
 
The Council briefly discussed this item. 
  
This item will be placed on the next City Council Consent Agenda. 

 
C. To discuss a request to allocate $82,800 in ARPA funds for the Amani Women Center 

Workforce Development Pilot Program. 
 
City Manager, Shawanna Qawiy stated The Amani Women Center Workforce 
Development Pilot Program anticipates to train over 40 participants. The Center proposes 
a workforce development pilot initiative to assist newcomers who are residents of 
Clarkston. The purpose of the workforce development pilot program is to assist participants 
in gaining life skills that translate to livable wages, improvement of economic well-being 
and additional fundamental opportunities that meet their needs.  
 
Doris Mukangu and Reggie from the Amani Women’s Center presented detailed 
information about the Workforce Development Pilot Program. 
 
Khatera, a citizen of Clarkston presented comments on this item.  
 
The Council briefly discussed this item. 
  
This item will be placed on the next City Council Consent agenda. 
 

D. To discuss allocating ARPA funds for government services.  
 
This item was deferred to the February Work Session.  
 
The Council briefly discussed this item. 
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 This item will be placed on the next City Council meeting agenda. 
 

7. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 

The Council did not enter Executive Session.  
 

8. ADJOURNMENT   
 

Councilmember Hopkins made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Vice Mayor Johnson duly 
seconded the motion. Mayor Burks called for the vote and declared the meeting adjourned 
(6-0). 

  
The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.  

  
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________   ______________________________              

Tomika R. Mitchell               Beverly H. Burks  
       City Clerk            Mayor   



 
 

  
 

CITY OF CLARKSTON 
 

CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA / MINUTES 
 

                                                     MEETING DATE: February 7, 2023 
            

SUBJECT: To approve the request from CDF Action to allocate $10,000 for the Early 
Learning Task Force, Storywalk and Early Learning Information Fair. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE:  To approve the request of $10,000 from CDF Action for the Early Learning Task 
Force, Storywalk and Early Learning Information Fair. 

 
NEED/ IMPACT:  CDF Action on behalf of the Early Learning Task Force is requesting to 
host eight(8) meetings to discuss early learning issues, share information, and plan actions and 
sponsor the Storywalk Project ($8,360) and Early Learning Information Fair ($1,640). 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  N/A 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ITEM NO: 3B 

ACTION TYPE: 
Approve 

HEARING TYPE: 
  
Council Meeting  

DEPARTMENT: 
Administration  

ATTACHMENTS: YES   NO 
Pages:  

PUBLIC HEARING:  YES NO 

INFORMATION CONTACT:   
Councilpersons Jamie Carroll, Awet Eyasu 
Shawanna Qawiy,  City Manager  
 
PHONE NUMBER: 404-296-6489   
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Proposal to the City of Clarkston 

2023 Proposed City Budget:  City of Clarkston Early Learning Task 
Force 

November 28, 2022 

 

CDF Action, on behalf of the City of Clarkston Early Learning Task Force, requests $10,000 to 
be included in the 2023 City of Clarkston budget for the Task Force.  Task Force activities 
include (a) hosting at least 8 meetings to discuss early learning issues, share information, and 
plan actions, and (b) sponsoring two projects, The City of Clarkston Story Walk at Friendship 
Forest and the City of Clarkston Early Learning Information Fair.   

No funds are requested to facilitate the Task Force meetings.  Funds are being requested for 
the two projects. 

 

REQUEST 

 

Story Walk at Friendship Forest:  $8,360 

City of Clarkston Early Learning Information Fair:  $1,640 

Total request:  $10,000 

 

I. Background and update 
 

A.  Story Walk 
 
In 2021, CDF Action, on behalf of the City of Clarkston Task Force, submitted a proposal for City 
ARPA funding to start up a Story Walk at Friendship Forest.  A Memorandum with the City was 
developed.  The city purchased the Story Walk Boards with ARPA funding.  The Clarkston Early 
Learning Task Force, through a committee, developed an evaluation design with the assistance 
of a consultant, and facilitated the planning, including developing a Story Walk flyer.  The ARPA 
grant was for $6,370.00.   That work was completed by December 2021 and all invoices paid.  
The proposal, MOU, evaluation design, and report, previously submitted, are available. 

              In 2022, with no additional funding from the Task Force/City, the following activities were 
completed: 
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• Twelve books were selected, and copies purchased with funds from the Stone Mountain Rotary. 
• Thirteen Story Walk Boards were installed summer 2022 by the City of Clarkston 
• The library was unable to laminate the first book, causing some delay in installation.  

Alternatives and funding were secured.   
• The first book was installed by members of the Committee in early November. 
• Guides to accompany the books were developed by a Clarkston resident who also works for the 

Rollins Center for Language and Literacy. 
• A “soft launch” was held November 19, 2022, for Committee members, partners, and their 

children, attended by 12 adults and 5 children.  Photos are available. 
• Copies of the first book and the guides will be distributed to Clarkston area early learning and 

health programs in December.  Copies of the book are currently available for loan through the 
Clarkston Library. 

• The Task Force has joined the DeKalb Library Story Book Committee.  The Clarkston Story Walk 
will be listed in their directory. 
 

B. City of Clarkston Early Learning Information Fair 
 
In 2022, the Clarkston Early Learning Task Force sponsored the first Early Learning Information 
Fair at Indian Creek Elementary School.   The event was well attended by families and early 
learning partners, including Easter Seals North Georgia Head Start, Amani, Early Learning 
Scholars, Scottdale Early Learning, Giselle Learning Academy, Amazing World of Children,  
Parents as Teachers, DeKalb County First Steps, CDF Action, and Tinkergarten.  IRC brought over 
40 families from Afghanistan.  $1,000 received from the city was spend on banners, flyers, and 
supplies. 

 

II.  Proposed 2023 Activities and Budget 
 

A.  Story Walk - $8,360 
 
Activities: 

• Maintain the Story Walk Boards at Friendship Forest 
• Laminate the pages of each new book and install monthly 
• Coordinate the development of the book guides with Rollins Center for 

Language and Literacy 
• Translate the book guides into select languages 
• Distribute copies of each book with the guides to Clarkston area early learning 

and health programs 
• Plan quarterly events with targeted groups (e.g., READY School childcare centers 
• With Friendship Forest Advisory Committee, develop system of collecting data. 
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• Serve as a liaison between the project, the city, and the DeKalb County Libraries 
Story Walk Committee 

• Meet quarterly with the Friendship Forest Advisory Committee to plan and 
monitor activities and to collect/analyze data for the evaluation report. 

• Prepare an annual report of activities, recommendations. 

              Budget: 

            $4,800           Story Walk Coordinator (contract with CDF Action) 

              1,200           Translation of book guides 

              1,100           Printing and laminating 

                 500           Book purchase  

                 760           CDF administrative costs 

             $8,360           Total Request 

B.  Early Learning Information Fair:  $1,640 

Activities:  The Task Force and partners will host the second annual Clarkston Early 
Learning Information Fair, date to be determined (January or February 2023).  The 
purpose of the Fair is to provide information to Clarkston area residents about early 
learning programs, including Head Start, Georgia Pre-Kindergarten, childcare subsidies 
(CAPS), childcare programs, and other early learning activities, including the READY 
School, home visiting, Family Literacy Program, the Story Walk at Friendship Forest, the 
Clarkston Library, and nature programs such as Tinkergarten.  Activities will include free 
books and children’s games. 

• Estimated number of partners:  15 
• Estimated number of families:  100 

     Budget: 

     $1,640  Total Request: Banners, flyers, supplies.  The Task Force will seek additional 
funding from partners and others 

             For more information:  Roberta Malavenda, CDF Action, 404 3172734; roberta 
@cdfaction.org  

          

 
  

 



CLARKSTON
EARLY LEARNING TASK FORCE

JANUARY, 2023



HISTORY

.....

The Clarkston Early Learning Network was
formed in 2013 to support the Clarkston

library, promote the importance of literacy
and the early learning years, and collaborate
to create and sustain early learning programs

and experiences for all Clarkston children. 
 In 2019, Network members approached the

City Council to become an Advisory
Committee or Task Force. The City passed a
resolution in 2020 to create the Task Force
appointing 20 members.  Members include

families, childcare experts, City Council staff,
and members; CDF Action was appointed as

the facilitator. 





PURPOSE

.....

To engage the Clarkston community to
develop equitable policies, practices,

and programs so that every young child
enjoys safe, nurturing, and playful

learning environments



MISSION
To research, discuss, and collaborate to

create practical, innovative, and
equitable policies, practices, and

programs to enhance early learning





SIGNATURE
PROJECTS

.....

Clarkston Tell Me a Story! Festival
Clarkston Story Walk at Friendship Forest
Children's activities at festivals including
Juneteenth, health fairs, Clarkston Summit
Recruitment and training to increase the
number of and diversity among childcare
professionals (Enhanced Child
Development Associate)
 Resource sharing, collaboration, issue
discussion, and action
Advocacy: legislative and local 



Mayor Beverly Burks, ex-officio
Councilman Awet Eyasu

Councilman, Jamie Carroll
City Manager, Shawanna Qawiy

Virginia Baker
Alexandra Cesar

Hira Chhetri
Angel Chin

Beena Dahal
Maggie Deaton

Eyelachew Desta
Julie Goldberg
Jennifer Green

Amy Jaret
Roberta Malavenda

Janette Miles
Nasra Mirreh

Gwen Morgan
Ashi Owen-Smith

Linda Travers

MEET OUR MEMBERS



CLARKSTON TELL ME A STORY!
FESTIVAL

"One of the events with the
most diversity in the City"
Over 200 attendees at last
year's event
Over 20 partners, each
hosting a literacy event
Featuring Kuumba Storytellers
of GA and local storytellers
Free books and festival bags
Funded by the City of
Clarkston, CDF Action,
sponsors, and donors

The Clarkston Tell Me a Story!
Festival is in its 10th year!



CLARKSTON EARLY LEARNING FAIR

Over 100 attendees
Literacy activities and
resources offered by child
care centers, Paint Love,
Easter Seals of North Georgia
Head Start, Amani Women's
Center, CDF Action,
Tinkergarten, Georgia
Department of Early Care and
Learning (DECAL), Parents as
Teachers, and more!

Purpose: to showcase Clarkston
early learning child care centers
and programs to increase the
number of eligible children
enrolled 



CLARKSTON STORY WALK
AT FRIENDSHIP FOREST



FOCUS: 
STORY WALK

PURPOSE

PARTNERS

PARTICIPATION

PROPOSAL



PURPOSE
Support our philosophy that learning
happens everywhere
Address the finding that Clarkston
needs more "playful spaces" where
families can interact and learn
together
Counteract "learning loss"
Increase physical fitness
Promote early learning, health, and
appreciation of nature
Build community connections



WHAT IS THE
STORY WALK?

The Clarkston Story Walk is inspired by the national
StoryWalk movement, created by Anne Ferguson of

Montpelier, VT. 



The Clarkston Story Walk is a series of display boards
installed alongside the walking trail at Friendship

Forest.  



Each board contains one or two pages of a children's
book, and supplemental activities for parents are also

presented. 



Collaborators include the public library and Clarkston
area childcare centers. 



Clarkston Childcare Centers * Clarkston Families  

OUR

PARTNERS

OF STONE MOUNTAIN 



THE STORY WALK

GETTING STARTED
Research and proposal to the City of Clarkston
ARP Funding from City of Clarkston for Story Walk
boards and evaluation
Boards installed 
Evaluation (logic model) and implementation plan
created
Criteria developed for book selection & books selected
Funding for books from Rotary Club of Stone Mountain
 Installation of first book: Look What I Found in the
Woods
Activity guides developed for families and teachers
Book made available through Dekalb County Library 
Books provided to Clarkston childcare programs
Launch hosted with members of the committee



THE STORY WALK

IN ACTION







BUDGET PROPOSAL

Clarkston Story Walk: $8,360
for coordination, lamination, translation, changing of books,

events, promotion, distribution of books to Clarkston programs,
data collection and evaluation

for the Clarkston Early Learning Task Force

Clarkston Early Learning Fair: $1,640
for venue rental, flyers, and banners



THANK YOU
We give thanks to the Clarkston
Story Walk Committee, the City of
Clarkston, and the Muskogee/Creek
Nation who first inhabited the land
we call Friendship Forest and
continue to model raising children in
relationship with the land.

For more information, contact
roberta@cdfaction.org



 
 

  
 

CITY OF CLARKSTON 
 

CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA / MINUTES 
 

                                                     MEETING DATE: February 7, 2023                 
 
SUBJECT: To approve the deactivation of the Housing Authority of the City of Clarkston. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE:   
To approve the deactivation of the Housing Authority of the City of Clarkston.  

 
NEED/ IMPACT:   
In 1983 Ordinance 114 was adopted authorizing the proceeds of the Single-Family Mortgage 
Revenue Bonds to be used in part to purchase mortgage loans for single family residential units 
located within the city limits of Clarkston.  
 
In 1984 Resolution 121a was adopted and approved by Mayor and Council of the City of 
Clarkston due to a need to  provide additional housing in the City of Clarkston due to a shortage 
of safe or sanitary dwelling accommodations available to  persons of low income and 
affordable rentals.    
 
The “Local Government Authorities Registration Act” requires that all local government 
authorities operating in the State to annually register and submit financial report via the 
Department of Community Affairs (DCA’s) Annual Authority Registration and Financial 
Report (AARF) system.  Authorities that fail to meet this requirement are prohibited by the 
Act from incurring any debt until completing the mandated filings. In order for the Authority 
to remain eligible to participate in a variety of state administered financial assistance programs, 
the local authority must be compliant with the filings required for the three most recently 
completed fiscal years.  The failure to comply with the requirements impairs the authority to  
legally finance its operations. 

 
After research and review of the inactive Authority it has been determined that the City can 
deactivate its housing authority by adopting a resolution providing for its deactivation. The 
Housing Authority of the City of Clarkston has no assets or liabilities. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  N/A 

ITEM NO:  3C 

ACTION TYPE: 
Approve  

HEARING TYPE:  
 
Council Meeting  

DEPARTMENT: 
 
Administration  

ATTACHMENTS: YES   NO 
Pages:  

PUBLIC HEARING:  YES NO 

INFORMATION CONTACT:   
Shawanna Qawiy,  City Manager  
PHONE NUMBER: 404-296-6489   



RESOLUTION NO. _____ 

A RESOLUTION TO DEACTIVATE THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF 
THE CITY OF CLARKSTON. 

WHEREAS, the Georgia General Assembly has created for each city in the State 
a public body corporate and politic known as the "housing authority" of each city; 
and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 8-3-4, such housing authorities may only 
take action when they are “activated” by the governing authority of their city; and 

WHEREAS, the Clarkston City Council activated the Housing Authority of the 
City of Clarkston by its resolution dated April 3, 1984; and 

WHEREAS, the Housing Authority of the City of Clarkston currently has no 
assets or liabilities and has not conducted business in many years; and 

WHEREAS, the Clarkston City Council has determined that there is no longer a 
need for the Housing Authority of the City of Clarkston to exercise its powers 
within the City. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE City Council of the City of 
Clarkston that the Housing Authority of the City of Clarkston is hereby 
deactivated. 

SO RESOLVED, this _____ day of February, 2023. 

CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL         

__________________________________________ _
BEVERLY H. BURKS, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

__________________________ 
Tomika R. Mitchell 
City Clerk 











 
 

  
 

CITY OF CLARKSTON 
 

CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA / MINUTES 
 

                                                     MEETING DATE: February 7, 2023 
            

SUBJECT: To approve the appointments to the Board of Commissioners of the Urban 
Redevelopment Agency (URA) of the City of Clarkston. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE:  To approve the appointments to the Board of Commissioners of the URA of 
Clarkston for the City of Clarkston. 

 
 
NEED/ IMPACT:  Each member of the Board of Commissioners of the Agency shall serve 
in such capacity only during the period that such person is also a member of the Governing 
Body and any person who succeeds a member of the Governing Body in office shall become 
a member of the Board of Commissioners of the Agency. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends appointing members to the Board of 
Commissioners of the URA of Clarkston for the City of Clarkston. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ITEM NO: 3D 

ACTION TYPE: 
Approve 

HEARING TYPE: 
  
Council Meeting  

DEPARTMENT: 
Administration  

ATTACHMENTS: YES   NO 
Pages:  

PUBLIC HEARING:  YES NO 

INFORMATION CONTACT:   
Shawanna Qawiy,  City Manager  
 
PHONE NUMBER: 404-296-6489   



Urban Redevelopment Agency (URA) of the City of Clarkston Board of Commissioners

The URA Board of Commissioners is comprised of seven members of the Governing Body (City of Clarkston) automatically

As of 12/6/2016 As of 12/31/2017 As of 12/31/2018 As of 12/31/2019 As of 12/31/2020 As of 12/31/2021 As of 12/31/2022

Edward Terry Edward Terry Edward Terry Edward Terry Beverly Burks Beverly Burks Beverly Burks

Beverly Burks Beverly Burks Beverly Burks Beverly Burks Deborah Johnson Deborah Johnson Deborah Johnson

Awet Eyasu Awet Eyasu Awet Eyasu Awet Eyasu Awet Eyasu Awet Eyasu Awet Eyasu

Mario Williams Mario Williams YT Bell YT Bell Laura Hopkins Laura Hopkins Laura Hopkins

Ahmed Hassan Ahmed Hassan Ahmed Hassan Ahmed Hassan Ahmed Hassan Ahmed Hassan Susan Hood

Dean Moore Andrea Cervone Andrea Cervone Andrea Cervone Vacancy Mark Perkins YT Bell

Vacant Position James Carroll James Carroll James Carroll James Carroll James Carroll James Carroll



BYLAWS OF 
 

URBAN REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF CLARKSTON 
 
 

ARTICLE I. – THE AGENCY 
 

  Section 1. Name of Agency.  The name of the Agency shall be “Urban 
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Clarkston.” 
 
  Section 2. Seal of Agency.  The seal of the Agency shall be in the form of a 
circle and bear the name of the Agency and the year of its organization.  

 
  Section 3. Office of Agency.  The office of the Agency shall be located at such 
place in the City of Clarkston, Georgia, as the Agency may from time to time designate by 
resolution. 
 

ARTICLE II. – OFFICERS 
 

  Section 1. Officers.  The officers of the Agency shall be a Chairman, a Vice 
Chairman and a Treasurer/Secretary.  The Agency may by resolution appoint additional officers, 
including, but not limited to a treasurer or an assistant secretary. 
 
  Section 2. Chairman.  The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the 
Agency.  Except as otherwise authorized by resolution of the Agency, the Chairman shall sign all 
contracts, deeds and other instruments made by the Agency.  At each meeting, the Chairman shall 
submit such recommendations and information as he or she may consider proper concerning the 
business, affairs, and policies of the Agency.  
 
  Section 3. Vice Chairman.  The Vice Chairman shall perform the duties of the 
Chairman in the absence, resignation, incapacity or death of the Chairman. 
 
  Section 4. Treasurer/Secretary.  The Treasurer/Secretary shall keep the records 
of the Agency, shall act as secretary of the meetings of the Agency and record all votes and shall 
keep a record of the proceedings of the Agency in a journal of proceedings to be kept for such 
purpose, and shall perform all duties incident to such office.  The Treasurer/Secretary shall keep 
in safe custody the seal of the Agency and shall have the power to affix such seal to all contracts 
and instruments to be executed by the Agency.  
 
  Section 5. Additional Duties.  The officers of the Agency shall perform such 
other duties and functions as may from time to time be specified by resolution of the Agency. 
 
  Section 6. Election or Appointment.  The officers shall be elected at the annual 
meeting of the Agency from among the members of the Agency and shall hold office for one year 
or until their successors are elected and qualified. 
 



  Section 7. Vacancies.  Should any office become vacant, the Agency shall elect 
a successor from its membership at the next regular meeting, and such election shall be for the 
unexpired term of said office. 
 
  Section 8. Personnel.  The Agency may from time to time employ such 
personnel as it deems necessary to exercise its powers, duties and functions as prescribed by the 
Urban Redevelopment Law (O.C.G.A. Section 36-61-1 et seq.), as amended (the “Act”), and all 
other laws of the State of Georgia applicable thereto.  The selection and compensation of such 
personnel shall be determined by the Agency subject to the laws of the State of Georgia. 
 

ARTICLE III. – POWERS AND MEETINGS 
 
  Section 1. Powers.  The Agency shall have all the powers conferred upon it by 
the Act and the Constitution and laws of the State of Georgia. 
 
  Section 2. Annual Meeting.  The Agency shall have an annual meeting.  The 
annual meeting shall be held in the month of January or such other month as shall be specified by 
resolution of the Agency.  
 
  Section 3. Special Meetings.  The Chairman of the Agency may, when he or 
she deems it expedient, and shall, upon the written request of two members of the Agency, call a 
special meeting of the Agency for the purpose of transacting any business designated in the call.  
At such special meeting no business shall be considered other than as designated in the call, but if 
all of the members of the Agency are present at a special meeting any and all business may be 
transacted at such special meeting.  Notice of special meetings may be either oral or written.  Oral 
notice may be delivered personally or by telephone and shall be given at least twenty-four (24) 
hours prior to the time of the meeting.  Written notice may be sent by regular mail, overnight mail, 
electronic mail or delivered personally.  If delivery by electronic mail or personally, such notice 
shall be delivered twenty-four (24) hours prior to the time of the meeting.  If written notice is 
delivered by overnight mail, such notice shall be mailed two (2) days prior to the time of the 
meeting.  If written notice is sent by regular mail, such notice shall be mailed three (3) days prior 
to the time of the meeting.  Notice shall be deemed to have been given properly to any 
commissioner who attends the meeting. 
 
  Section 4. Quorum.  The powers of the Agency shall be vested in the members 
thereof in office from time to time.  A majority of the members shall constitute a quorum for the 
purpose of conducting its business and exercising its powers and all other purposes. 

 
Section 5. Manner of Voting.  The voting on all questions coming before the 

Agency shall be by roll call and the yeas and nays shall be entered upon the minutes of such 
meeting, except in the case of election when the vote may be by ballot. 
 
 



ARTICLE IV. – MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Section 1. Amendments to Bylaws.  The Bylaws of the Agency may be 
amended at a regular or special meeting with the approval of at least two-thirds of the members of 
the Agency. 

 
Section 2. Fiscal Year.  The Agency shall have the same fiscal year as the City 

of Clarkston, Georgia. 
 



















MINUTES 

CLARKSTON URBAN REDVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Officials Present 

Vice-Mayor:  Dean Moore  
Council:  Mario Williams, Awet Eyasu, Ahmed Hassan, Beverly 
Burks 
City Manager:  Keith Barker  
City Clerk:  Tracy Ashby  
 
 

Vice-Mayor Dean Moore called the meeting to order at 5:00pm. 

Roll Call: Mario Williams, Awet Eyasu, Ahmed Hassan, Beverly Burks 

Absent: Mayor Terry 

F.  NEW BUSINESS 

F1)  Approve an Organizing Resolution of the of the Urban Redevelopment Agency of the City of   
Clarkston Appointing Members, Adopting Bylaws, an Official Seal and for other purposes 
The City Manager reported that in order to obtain funding to implement the Friendship Forest Master 
Plan,  the City of Clarkston will exercise its powers under the Urban Redevelopment Law. This item 
provides for the Clarkston Urban Redevelopment Agency to adopt Bylaws by which the Agency shall be 
governed, adopt an official seal, appoint the Chair, Vice Chair and Treasurer and appoint the City 
Attorney as counsel to the Urban Redevelopment Agency.  

Ahmed Hassan made a motion to approve the Organizing Resolution of the of the Urban Redevelopment 
Agency of the City of Clarkston, adopting Bylaws, an Official Seal and appointing as Chairman: Dean 
Moore, Vic- Chair Jamie Carroll,  Secretary/Treasurer Ahmed Hassan and Stephen Quinn as Attorney. 
Awet Eyasu seconded the motion. A vote was called and the motion carried (4, 0). 

F2) A Bond Resolution to Provide for the Issuance of the Urban Redevelopment Agency of the City of 
Clarkston Revenue Bond (City Of Clarkston Project), Series 2017, In as Aggregate Principle Amount Of 
$1,350,000 to Provide Funds to Pay or To be applied toward the cost of financing certain improvements 
to the Friendship Forest Wildlife Sanctuary and to pay expenses Associated Therewith; To Provide for the 
form of the Series 2017 Bond; To Provide for the Creation and Maintenance of Certain Funds; To Provide 
Remedies for the Owners of said Bonds; To Authorize and Approve the Execution and Delivery of an 
Agreement of Sale with the City of Clarkston, Georgia; And for Other Purposes 
The City Manager reported that the resolution approves the terms of the bond financing, form of the 
Bond, repayment terms and defines events of defaults and remedies of the bondholder. This Bond 
Resolution also approves the Agreement of Sale which serves as an intergovernmental contract with the 
City.  The City is financing the loan over 8 years at 2.65% and the repayment has been tailored to fit with 
the City’s cash flow cycles. Discussion on the transfer of property title during the loan period.  

 

Awet Eyasu made a motion to approve the Bond Resolution to Provide for the Issuance of the Urban 
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Clarkston Revenue Bond (City Of Clarkston Project), Series 2017, 
in as Aggregate Principle Amount Of $1,350,000 to Provide Funds to Pay or to be applied toward the cost 
of financing certain improvements to the Friendship Forest Wildlife Sanctuary and to pay expenses 
associated therewith; To Provide for the form of the Series 2017 Bond; To Provide for the Creation and 



Maintenance of Certain Funds; To Provide Remedies for the Owners of said Bonds; To Authorize and 
Approve the Execution and Delivery of an Agreement of Sale with the City of Clarkston, Georgia; And 
for Other Purposes.  Mario Williams seconded the motion. A vote was called and the motion carried (4, 
0).  

Awet Eyasu made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Beverly Burks seconded the motion.  A vote was 
called and the motion carried (4, 0). 

Meeting adjourned. 

 
 



 
 

  
 

CITY OF CLARKSTON 
 

CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA / MINUTES 
 

                                                     MEETING DATE: February 7, 2023 
            

SUBJECT: To approve amending Chapters 9.5 of the City Code Regarding Service Stations 
and Chapter 11 of the Code regarding Businesses; To Limit Hours of Operation for 
Convenience Stores; To Allow Convenience Stores that Maintain Video Surveillance (VSS)to 
Acquire a Permit for Expanded Hours or Operation; and Other Purposes 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE:  To approve the regulations set forth in this ordinance to protect the public 
health, safety and welfare of residents, visitors and employees of convenience stores.  
 
NEED/ IMPACT:  Section 11-173.  Convenience stores with VSS may operate 24 hours per 
day. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  N/A.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ITEM NO: 6A 

ACTION TYPE: 
Approve 
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Council Meeting 
 

DEPARTMENT: 
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ATTACHMENTS: YES   NO 
Pages:  

PUBLIC HEARING:  YES NO 
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ORDINANCE NO. _____

AN ORDINANCE BY THE CITY OF CLARKSTON TO AMEND
CHAPTER 9.5 OF THE CITY CODE REGARDING SERVICE STATIONS
AND CHAPTER 11 OF THE CODE REGARDING BUSINESSES; TO
LIMIT HOURS OF OPERATION FOR CONVENIENCE STORES; TO
ALLOW CONVENIENCE STORES THAT MAINTAIN VIDEO
SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS TO ACQUIRE A PERMIT FOR EXPANDED
HOURS OF OPERATION; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the Clarkston City Council is charged by the City Charter with the
duty and power to protect public safety and to regulate businesses operating within
the City; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that a significant number of crimes,
particularly violent crimes, have been and continue to be committed at convenience
stores; and

WHEREAS, the Council specifically finds that there have been two shootings at
convenience stores within the City just in the past several weeks, including a recent
homicide; and

WHEREAS, the City Council intends to protect the public health, safety and
welfare of residents, visitors and employees of convenience stores by enacting the
regulations set forth in this ordinance.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CLARKSTON CITY
COUNCIL AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. City Code Section 9.5-55 is hereby deleted and replaced with the
following language:

“9.5-55. Hours of Operation.

Service stations regulated by this chapter are subject to the hours of operation
regulations for convenience stores set forth in Article IX of Chapter 11 of the City
Code.”

SECTION 2. Chapter 11 of the City Code is hereby amended to add new Article
IX regulating convenience stores. Article IX of Chapter 11 shall read as follows:
“ARTICLE IX. CONVENIENCE STORES.



Section 11-171. Definitions.

As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the following assigned
meanings:

Convenience store means any retail establishment offering for sale prepackaged
food and/or beverage products, household items, and/or other goods including, but
not limited to, alcoholic beverages, tobacco products, gasoline and pharmaceutical
items that do not require a doctor’s prescription, within a facility having a gross
floor area of less than two thousand six hundred (2,700) square feet.

Video Surveillance System (VSS) means a digital surveillance system that captures
and records video on a continuous basis. To qualify as a VSS that complies with
this Article, the system shall consist of at least four (4) cameras that capture images
at a minimum resolution of 4MP (1440p) and a minimum of 24 frames per second
(24 FPS) that are arranged to record video of, at a minimum, the store’s
entrance/exit from inside and outside, as well as the cash register, at all times. To
comply with this Article, the VSS must record 24 hours per day and must preserve
all captured images for at least 24 hours on a rolling basis in a manner that allows
the captured video to be shared with law enforcement in the event that a crime
occurs at the store.

Section 11-172. Hours of operation; late night permit.

(a)Businesses meeting the definition of a “convenience store” pursuant to
Section 11-171 shall have their hours of operation regulated by this section
and Section 11-173 rather than Section 11-13.

(b)All convenience stores shall be closed to the public between the hours of
12:00 Midnight and 6:00 a.m. every day of the year unless the convenience
store obtains a “late night convenience store permit” from the city manager
and remains in compliance at all times with the regulations set forth in
Section 11-173. Such permits shall be issued in accordance with the
following criteria:

i.) There shall be no fee associated with late night convenience store permits
(other than the fee associated with obtaining an annual business license);
ii.)Such permits shall be issued on an annual basis and be renewable year to
year; and



iii.) In order to obtain such license or renew such license, the city manager
or his/her designee must determine that the convenience store is in full
compliance with all regulations set forth in Section 11-173 by an on-site
inspection; and

iv.) A late night convenience store permit may be suspended or revoked at
any time, upon notice and due process pursuant to Article I of this
chapter, if it is determined that the business has failed to comply with the
requirements of Section 11-173.

Section 11-173. Convenience stores with VSS may operate 24 hours per day;
right to inspect business location and VSS system.

A convenience store may be open to the public 24 hours per day so long as it
establishes and maintains an active VSS system compliant with the specifications
set forth in the definition provided in Section 11-171 of this Article at all times. A
convenience store that holds a permit to operate late night shall allow the city
manager or his/her designee to access its facility upon request in order to inspect
and confirm that the VSS system complies with the applicable regulations and is
active and operational.”

SECTION 3. Any provision of the City Code in conflict with this ordinance is
hereby repealed to the extend necessary to give effect to this ordinance.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall become effective __________.

SECTION 5. The various sections and clauses of this ordinance are intended to be
severable. In the event that any section or clause of this ordinance is deemed to be
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the Clarkston City Council hereby
declares that it would have adopted this ordinance absent that clause and intends
for the remainder of this ordinance to continue in full force and effect.

SO ORDAINED this ____ day of ______________, 2022.

ATTEST:

_________________________
Tomika Mitchell, City Clerk

Approved as to Form

CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF CLARKSTON, GEORGIA

_________________________
Mayor Beverly H. Burks



___________________________
Stephen G. Quinn, City Attorney



 
 

  
 

CITY OF CLARKSTON 
 

CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA / MINUTES 
 

                                                     MEETING DATE: February 7, 2023 
            

SUBJECT: To approve the renewal of the City Services Agreement with the Clarkston 
Community Center (CCC). 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE:  To approve the renewal of the CCC Services Agreement. 
 
NEED/ IMPACT:  The City utilizes the CCC for meetings and activity space for special 
events.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends renewing the Services Agreement with the Clarkston Community Center. 
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RESOLUTION NO. _______ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CLARKSTON, GEORGIA, AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF THE 
SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF CLARKSTON AND 
THE CLARKSTON COMMUNITY CENTER.  

* * * * * 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLARKSTON, 
GEORGIA: 

Section 1. That the City Council hereby authorizes the renewal of the Service 

Agreement between the City of Clarkston and the Clarkston Community Center for the 

City to utilize if needed for meetings and activity space for certain special events.  A 

copy of the agreement is attached hereto as “Exhibit A” and are incorporated herein for 

all purposes.   

PASSED, APPROVED and RESOLVED this ____ day of ____________ 2023. 

Beverly H. Burks, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Tomika R. Lewis, City Clerk 



EXHIBIT A 
 









 
 

  
 

CITY OF CLARKSTON 
 

CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA / MINUTES 
 

                                                     MEETING DATE: February 7, 2023 
            

SUBJECT: To approve the recommended firm for the Clarkston Greenway Feasibility 
Study.   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE:  To approve the recommended firm by the evaluation team for the Clarkston 
Greenway Feasibility Study.  
 
NEED/ IMPACT:   The City of Clarkston was awarded an Atlanta Regional Commission 
(ARC) Livable Centers Initiative grant in the amount of $272,000 with a local share (20%) 
match of $68,000. Total cost of the project is $340,000. 
 
The City of Clarkston initiated a Request for Proposals in November 2022 from qualified 
vendors to produce the Clarkston Greenway Feasibility Study. The City received four (4) 
proposals that were reviewed and evaluated  by the evaluation team based on the advertised 
proposal criteria.  
 
After an extensive review process two (2) firms PERKINS + WILL  and  POND were 
shortlisted for a final (virtual) interview on January 19th. 
  
The unanimous recommendation by the evaluation team  is PERKINS +WILL. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends PERKINS + WILL to conduct the ARC LCI- Clarkston Greenway 
Feasibility Study.  
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3500 Parkway Lane, Suite 500		 T: 678.336.7740
Peachtree Corners, GA 30092		  www.pondco.com

December 12, 2022

RE: RFP # 2022-2023, Clarkston Greenway Feasibility Study | Fee Proposal

To Whom It May Concern,

Please see below for a summary of Pond’s fee proposal broken out by task and hourly rates. For more detail, refer to the attached spreadsheet 
on the following pages. If you have any additional questions or are in need of clarification, please do not hesitate to reach out to us. 

Hourly Rates per Labor Classification

Principal-in-
Charge

Project 
Manager

Deputy  
PM Planner Public 

Coordinator
Landscape 
Architect

Senior 
Engineer Engineer Scientist QA/QC 

Manager
Hummingbird 

Firm

 $205  $195  $150  $102  $150  $95  $195  $140  $120  $220  $190 

Fee Proposal
Task Description Pond Fees Hummingbird Fees
Task 1: Existing Conditions and Technical Analysis $46,722 $3,420
Task 2: Public Engagement $60,100 $71,250
Task 3: Conceptual Plan and Analysis Report Development $102,634 $3,040
Task 4: Prepare Project Deliverables $14,674 $3,040
Task 5: Executive Summary Report $9,238 $3,800
Task 6: Presentations $10,098  $6,365
Expenses $1,500 $5,000
Total Proposed Fee: $340,881 (DBE Share: 26.67%)

Thank you,  
Pond 

Matt Wilder, PLA, ASLA 
Principal-in-Charge



Principal Proj Mgr Deputy PM Planner Pub Coord Land Arch Sr Engineer Engineer Env Sci QC Hummingbird
Kohr Jones Maines Barnum Mafe Guerra/Gorham Puckett TR/CV Darr Wilder/Martin (Avg Rate) Employee

Hours and Cost 
Totals

 $          205.00  $          195.00  $          150.00  $          102.00  $          150.00  $              95.00  $          195.00  $          140.00  $          120.00  $              220.00  $          190.00 STANDARD BILLING RATES
Hrs. Task 1 Existing Conditions and Technical Analysis

2 8 16 2 28 1.3 Review of Previous plans
16 40 56 1.4 Base map development

4 8 16 40 12 16 40 8 144 1.6 Site Visit - Ground Truthing and Analysis/Intersection-Traffic/Env Screening
2 8 24 40 16 12 102 Existing Conditions Summary
2 12 16 8 38 Internal Meetings - Coordination/Project Management

10 36 72 56 0 96 12 16 40 12 18 368 HOURS SUBTOTAL 
2,050.00$       7,020.00$       10,800.00$    5,712.00$       -$                 9,120.00$        2,340.00$       2,240.00$       4,800.00$       2,640.00$           3,420.00$       50,142.00$      COST SUBTOTAL

Hrs. Task 2 Public Engagement (Tasks as numbered in Approach)
2 2 8 8 16 36 1.1 Project Kick-off meeting+Prep 

4 12 25 12 110 163 1.2 Social PinPoint development and Public Outreach/Public Involvement Plan
4 28 4 28 110 174 2.1 Pop Up Events/Non-Traditional Engagement
8 25 4 25 62 2.3 City Staff Meetings - 25 total

12 48 4 48 112 2.4 Project Management Team (PMT) Meetings + Prep - 20 Total
12 48 48 8 48 164 1.5, 1.7, 2.3  Project Advisory Group Interviews/Meetings + Prep - 8 total

0 1.8 Public Engagement Meeting #1 (Interactive Meeting - See Task 6)
2 6 6 8 8 16 20 66 3.6 Public Engagement Meeting #2 (Per Addendum Q+A)

6 14 14 8 14 14 70 3.7 Outside Agency Meetings - DeKalb BOC/Tucker Council
2 52 181 95 48 58 0 0 0 0 375 811 HOURS SUBTOTAL

410.00$          10,140.00$    27,150.00$    9,690.00$       7,200.00$       5,510.00$        -$                 -$                 -$                 -$                      71,250.00$    131,350.00$   COST SUBTOTAL
Hrs. Task 3 Conceptual Plan and Analysis Report Development

8 40 20 80 60 15 15 2 240 2.2 Alternatives Development + Concept Review
4 4 4 60 80 8 8 4 172 3.1 Refine preferred alternatives
2 12 4 60 4 4 2 88 3.2 Preliminary cost estimates
2 6 4 4 15 15 2 48 3.3 Deliverabilty Assessment
2 8 24 60 12 106 3.4 Design Guidelines and Maintenance Plan
2 8 24 60 12 106 3.5 Draft Greenway Concept Study (Action Plan Document)
8 6 8 8 8 8 16 62 Internal Meetings - Coordination/Project Management

16 84 88 152 0 328 50 42 0 34 16 810 HOURS SUBTOTAL
3,280.00$       16,380.00$    13,200.00$    15,504.00$    -$                 31,160.00$      9,750.00$       5,880.00$       -$                 7,480.00$           3,040.00$       105,674.00$   COST SUBTOTAL

Task 4 Prepare Project Deliverables
8 16 24 16 2 16 82 Final Deliverables

2 8 8 8 8 8 42 Internal Meetings - Coordination/Project Management
2 16 24 32 0 24 8 0 0 2 16 124 HOURS SUBTOTAL

410.00$          3,120.00$       3,600.00$       3,264.00$       -$                 2,280.00$        1,560.00$       -$                 -$                 440.00$              3,040.00$       17,714.00$      COST SUBTOTAL
Task 5 Executive Summary Report

2 8 16 24 2 8 60 Editing Project Deliverables into Executive Summary Document
4 8 12 24 Internal Meetings - Coordination/Project Management

2 12 24 24 0 0 0 0 0 2 20 84 HOURS SUBTOTAL
410.00$          2,340.00$       3,600.00$       2,448.00$       -$                 -$                   -$                 -$                 -$                 440.00$              3,800.00$       13,038.00$      COST SUBTOTAL

Task 6 Public Presentations (also see Task 2)
6 16 24 24 20 90 1.8 Public Engagement Meeting #1 - Charette Workshop - Interactive Session with Social Pinpoint/Pigeonhole Live

4 5 9 6.1 Mayor/Council Presentation #1 + Prep
4 4.5 8.5 6.2 Planning/Zoning Board Presentation
4 4 8 6.3 Mayor/Council Presentation #2 + Prep

4 4 4 4 20 36 Internal Meetings - Coordination/Project Management
0 6 28 24 0 24 0 0 0 0 33.5 115.5 HOURS SUBTOTAL

-$                 1,170.00$       4,200.00$       2,448.00$       -$                 2,280.00$        -$                 -$                 -$                 -$                      6,365.00$       16,463.00$      COST SUBTOTAL
32 206 417 383 48 530 70 58 40 50 478.5 2312.5 TOTAL HOURS TASKS 1 thru 6

6,560.00$       40,170.00$    62,550.00$    39,066.00$    7,200.00$       50,350.00$      13,650.00$    8,120.00$       4,800.00$       11,000.00$         90,915.00$    334,381.00$   TOTAL COST TASK 1.0-6.0
1% 9% 18% 17% 2% 23% 3% 3% 2% 2% 21% 100% PERCENT OF TOTAL HOURS - STAFF AVAILABILITY

1,500.00$        EXPENSES
5,000.00$        EXPENSES (HUMMINGBIRD)

340,881.00$   PROJECT TOTAL
26.67% DBE Percentage



 
 

  
 

CITY OF CLARKSTON 
 

CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA / MINUTES 
 

                                                     MEETING DATE: February 7, 2023                
 
SUBJECT:  To approve the recommended firm to perform the Church Street and Lovejoy 
Street Sidewalk project. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE:  To approve the recommended firm to perform the Church Street and Lovejoy 
Street Sidewalk project.  

 
NEED/ IMPACT:   
The City of  Clarkston received four (4) bids for the Church Street and Lovejoy Street sidewalk 
project. Prior to advertising the project management team prepared a cost estimate in July 2022 
of $140,000 to $160,000 for the project to ensure that the received bids were within a 
comparable amount. 
 
In November 2022, the evaluation team reviewed each submitted proposal based on the 
Invitation to Bid requirements.  Based on  the bid requirements, Construction 57, Incorporated 
presented the lowest bid at $160,710. 
 
The 2022 Local Maintenance Improvement Grant (LMIG) funding allocation of $ 91,600.45 
with the 30% local match of $27,480.14 along with an additional $41, 629.41 will be used to 
complete this project. The total cost of this project is $160,710.00. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  
Staff recommends Construction 57 to perform the Church Street and Lovejoy Sidewalk 
project at a project cost of $160,710.00. 
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MEMO 

CHURCH AND LOVEJOY STREET SIDEWALKS 
LMIG 2022 

 

Background: Four (4) bids were received on November 21st, 2022;  

 SOL Construction, LLC - $171,418 
 Construction 57, Inc. - $160,710 
 R&B Developer, Inc. - $199,285 
 Ohmshiv Construction - $234,374 

Staff Estimated Cost of Work: 

Prior to advertising for the project, staff prepared a cost estimate to ensure bid amounts were 
reasonable. Based on current unit prices for other projects in the Atlanta area for similar work 
tasks, staff estimated the cost of work to be approximately $134,500. 

Required Bid Submittal Documents: Each firm, with the exception of Construction 57, Inc., 
omitted acknowledgment of addendum or “Response to Questions”.  

Post Bid Submittal Review of Documents: As with all bids, a detailed analysis of the submittal 
documents was performed after the bids were submitted to ensure compliance with the 
Invitation-to-Bid (ITB) requirements. This analysis resulted in the following: 

 Construction 57, Inc. has performed work for other cities and counties in Georgia 
 Construction 57, Inc. is a GDOT pre-qualified construction firm 
 Construction 57, Inc. has performed sidewalk work successfully in the City of Clarkston 

since 2014.  
 Construction 57, Inc. met the document submittal requirements in the ITB 

Recommendation 

Construction 57, Inc. is the low bidder and has met all the bid requirements. Although the bid 
amount exceeds the engineering estimate, given the escalation in cost of materials and labor, the 
project cost is reasonable for the proposed scope of work tasks.  

Staff recommends an award to Construction 57, Inc. 

LMIG Funding 

                                      LMIG 2022 Allocation -                        $91,600.45 
                                     30% Match -                                           $27,480.14 
                                     MIN. CONTRACT AMOUNT =          $119,080.59  
• Final Project Costs must remain greater than $119,080.59 
• City responsible for 100% of the cost of the work exceeding $91,600.45  
• Only qualified materials allowed by GDOT – no landscaping or street furniture 

Next Steps 

 Work will require obtaining temporary construction and driveway easements from 2 
parcel owners. The easement documents are being prepared, followed by meetings with 



the owners for approval. Completed easement forms will be provided to the city manager 
for acceptance in early January 2023.  

 Contract will be prepared and submitted to the City Manager or signatures upon city 
council vote on the low bidder 



Church Street/Lovejoy LMIG Sidewalk Project 
Funding: City of Clarkston and GDOT LMIG  

2022 LMIG Allocation: $91,000 

City Required Min. 30% Match: $27,300 

LMIG Required Minimum Project Cost: $118,300 

City Estimated Project Cost: $150,000-$160,000 

City Financial Responsibility: All project costs in excess of $91,000  

Project Scope: New 5 ft. sidewalk construction, resetting of existing granite curb and 18 inch 
grass beauty strip. ADA ramps will be constructed at every street/trail/driveway within the path 
of the sidewalk footprint. Due to shoulder and driveway topography and specimen trees 
constraints; the following construction and design tasks will be incorporated into the project: 

 Use of porous concrete sidewalk at selected locations 
 Sidewalk footprint behind trees (not adjacent to the roadway) in select locations 
 Significant driveway construction easements due to steep driveway slopes 
 Reconstruction of a retaining wall off right-of-way 
 4 ft. sidewalk and no 18 inch grass beauty strip in select locations 

Project Limits: Church Street beginning at the end of the existing sidewalk at the Mell Ave 
trailhead to Lovejoy Street and on the west side of Lovejoy from the Church Street intersection 
to the PATH Trail. 

Schedule: Advertise to-bid in August with bid tabulation to city council in September and 
contractor NTP issuance in October.  

LMIG Schedule Requirement: Contractor must be under contract and issued NTP before 
12/31/2022 

NEXT STEPS 

• Need council approval of sidewalk footprint before advertising to-bid. 
• Staff will need to obtain temporary construction and driveway easements from 3 property 

owners for retaining wall reconstruction and driveway reconstruction 
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CITY OF CLARKSTON 
 

CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA / MINUTES 
 

                                                     MEETING DATE: February 7, 2023 
            

SUBJECT: To approve a resolution to deny the claim for damages asserted by claimant 
Jermarcus Wheeler. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE:  To approve the ante litem claim the City received for damages from legal counsel 
representing Jermarcus Wheeler dated November 2, 2022. 
 
NEED/ IMPACT:  The city denies Mr. Wheeler’s claim for damages pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
Section 36-33-5. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  The city attorney is hereby directed to communicate with Mr. 
Wheeler’s legal counsel to inform him of this denial of his claim.  
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RESOLUTION NO. _____ 
 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF CLARKSTON TO DENY THE CLAIM FOR 
DAMAGES ASSERTED BY CLAIMANT JERMARCUS WHEELER. 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Clarkston received an ante litem claim for damages from legal counsel 
representing Jermarcus Wheeler dated November 2, 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Wheeler alleges that he was injured in an auto accident on May 24, 2022 and 
that “upon information and belief” City of Clarkston Police officers/vehicles were somehow 
involved in this accident, even though it occurred in unincorporated DeKalb County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has thoroughly investigated the allegation, including review of GPS 
location for patrol cars and incident reports for the date in question, and has determined 
unequivocally that no Clarkston PD officers or vehicles were involved in this alleged incident in 
any way. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE City Council of the City of Clarkston 
that the City of Clarkston hereby formally denies Mr. Wheeler’s claim for damages pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. Section 36-33-5. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the city attorney is hereby directed to communicate with 
Mr. Wheeler’s legal counsel to inform him of this denial of his claim. 
 

SO RESOLVED, this _____ day of February, 2023. 
 
 

   CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL          
    
 
 
  __________________________________________  _  
  BEVERLY H. BURKS, Mayor 
 
   
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
Tomika Mitchell 
City Clerk 
 
 
   



 
 

  
 

CITY OF CLARKSTON 
 

CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA / MINUTES 
 

                                                     MEETING DATE: February 7, 2023 
            

SUBJECT: To approve a resolution to deny the claim for damages asserted by claimant Jaque 
Wheeler. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE:  To approve the ante litem claim the City received for damages from legal counsel 
representing Jaque Wheeler dated November 2, 2022. 
 
NEED/ IMPACT:  The city denies Mr. Wheeler’s claim for damages pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
Section 36-33-5. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  The city attorney is hereby directed to communicate with Mr. 
Wheeler’s legal counsel to inform him of this denial of his claim.  
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RESOLUTION NO. _____ 

 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF CLARKSTON TO DENY THE CLAIM FOR 

DAMAGES ASSERTED BY CLAIMANT JAQUE WHEELER. 

 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Clarkston received an ante litem claim for damages from legal counsel 
representing Jaque Wheeler dated September 1, 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Wheeler alleges that she was injured in an auto accident on April 6, 2022 and 
that a City of Clarkston employee negligently caused the accident while operating a City-owned 
vehicle; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has determined that the referenced incident, which occurred in Gwinnett 
County, was not part of any official City business; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City holds a policy of insurance that would cover the loss claimed by Ms. Wheeler 
to the extent that the City vehicle was in fact operated in a negligent fashion as alleged. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Clarkston City Council that the City of 
Clarkston hereby formally denies Ms. Wheeler’s claim for damages pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 
36-33-5. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the city attorney is hereby directed to communicate with 
Ms. Wheeler’s legal counsel to inform her of this denial of her claim and to direct counsel to  the 
City’s motor vehicle insurance carrier. 
 

SO RESOLVED, this _____ day of February, 2023. 
 
 

  CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL 

 
 
  __________________________________________
  __________________________________ 
  BEVERLY H. BURKS, Mayor 
 
   
ATTEST: 

 
 
__________________________ 
Tomika Mitchell 
City Clerk 
 
 



   



 
 

  
 

CITY OF CLARKSTON 
 

CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA / MINUTES 
 

                                                     MEETING DATE: February 7, 2023 
            

SUBJECT: To approve a resolution authorizing the DeKalb County Board of Registrations 
and Elections to conduct the City of Clarkston 2023 General Municipal Election.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE:  To approve a resolution authorizing the DeKalb County Board of Registrations 
and Elections to conduct the City of Clarkston 2023 General Municipal Election. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends authorizing the DeKalb County Board of 
Registrations and Elections to conduct the City of Clarkston 2023 General Municipal Election. 
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     RESOLUTION NO._______  
 
APPOINTING DEKALB COUNTY BOARD OF REGISTRATIONS AND ELECTIONS TO 

CONDUCT THE CITY OF CLARKSTON 2023 GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
 

WHEREAS; The City of Clarkston, Georgia will hold a General Election on Tuesday, 
November 7, 2023; and 

 
WHEREAS; The City may have need to hold additional City Elections, including Calls 

for Special City Elections ("the Calls") and Runoffs in addition to the General Election, 
collectively, for 2023; and 

 
WHEREAS; The City Council is hereby in agreement that it is in the best interest of 

its citizens, pursuant to O.C.G.A. §2 l-2-4S(c), to continue to allow the DeKalb County Board 
of Registrations and Elections staff, equipment and expertise to conduct the City of 
Clarkston 2023 Elections; and 

 
WHEREAS; Individual duties and responsibilities of both the City and County staff are 

set forth in the Intergovernmental Agreement, between the City and the County, adopted 
by the Council on November 6, 2013. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE Clarkston City Council does 

hereby appoint DeKalb County Board of Registrations and Elections to conduct the City of 
Clarkston Elections for 2023. 

PASSED, APPROVED and RESOLVED this ______ day of ___________ 2023. 

 

 
              
      Beverly H. Burks, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       
Tomika R. Mitchell, City Clerk  
 



 
 

  
 

CITY OF CLARKSTON 
 

CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA / MINUTES 
 

                                                     MEETING DATE: February 7, 2023 
            

SUBJECT: To approve allocating $82,800 in ARPA funding to the Amani Women Center 
Workforce Development Pilot Program.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE: To approve a request from the Amani Women Center to allocate $82,800 in 
ARPA funding to the Amani Women Center Workforce Development Pilot Program.  
 
 
NEED/ IMPACT:   The Amani Women Center Workforce Development Pilot Program 
anticipates to train over 40 participants. The Center proposes a workforce development pilot 
initiative to assist newcomers who are residents of Clarkston. The purpose of the workforce 
development pilot program is to assist participants in gaining life skills that translate to livable 
wages, improvement of economic well-being and additional fundamental opportunities that 
meet their needs.  

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Council recommends to allocate $82,800 in ARPA funding to the 
Amani Women Center Workforce Development Pilot Program.  
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ANNUAL ASSISTANCE FUNDING   

PROPOSAL FOR THE CITY OF CLARKSTON  

 

“Amani Women Center Workforce Development Initiative”  

Introduction: 

The Amani Women Center (AWC) is requesting to be added to City of Clarkston’s workforce 
development budget. AWC’s workforce development seeks to train refugee women in the sewing 
program by providing them a skill and employment opportunities within AWC’s manufacturing 
hub including starting their own home business.  

Overview: 

Refugee women are unable to work and contribute to the household income because they face 
a number of barriers accessing jobs.  AWC sewing program addresses these barriers in a holistic 
way and trains the women to be workforce ready by providing social support which helps with 
childcare (CAPS), Food stamps (SNAP) among others, ESL classes which addresses the language 
barriers, health education that focuses on their wellbeing and the ability to navigate the health 
system, financial literacy classes that promotes savings and self-sufficiency, and computer 
literacy workshops that bridges the cap in the digital divide.  

Resources:  

1. AWC has a team of Instructors within the program. 
2. AWC Case Workers that assist with social, and human services. 
3. AWC Community Ambassadors that help with interpretation, translation, outreach, 

mobilization and canvassing among others. 
4. AWC has two locations that are less than 5miles traveling distance for most of the 

residents. 

Need: 

5. There are hardly any manufacturing jobs that carter to refugee women within the City of 
Clarkston. 90% of the jobs are located within the meat packing industry in Gainesville 
Georgia. AWC’s workforce development initiative will train and employ these women 
within the city which leads to economic empowerment and self-sufficiency. 

 



Solution: 

Amani Women Center is requesting $72,000 to provide training under the workforce 
development initiative for 20 Clarkston residents in 2023. The cost per person is $3,200 a year. 
($3,200 x 20 = $72,000). And an additional $10,800 in overhead. A total budget request of 
$82,800.00 

The program participants will also receive individualized assistance and services in all the areas 
mentioned above in the “Overview”.  We anticipate training over 40 women and potentially 
more.  

Proposal: 

Amani Women Center proposes to pilot this initiative for the City of Clarkston to assist refugee 
women who are residents of Clarkston gain life skills that translate to livable wages, improve their 
economic wellbeing, and seek further opportunities that meet their needs. This keeps residents 
employed and creates business within Clarkston. 

20 women will be trained with sewing skills that enables them to join the workforce.  

Activities include: 

a) Weekly classes. (Introduction, Intermediary, Advance) 
b) Mornings (10am – 1pm) and Afternoons (2:30pm - 5:30pm) 
c) Program to provide sewing machines  
d) Machine Knowledge – Standard, Interlocks and industrial 
e) All fabrics – needed for course work 
f) All supplies and notions  
g) Instructors 
h) Case Workers to provide social and human services / screening and applications 
i) AWC Community Ambassadors to provide interpretations and translation support 
j) ESL 
k) Financial Literacy 
l) Computer literacy 
m) Other resources to support women and their families 
n) documentation and reporting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Budget:  

 

Item Description Amount 

Training each student per year = 3,600 x 20 students  $72,000 

Total $72,000 

Indirect / overhead Cost = 15%                                                 $10,800 

Grand Total                                                                                                   $82,800.00 

  

 

 

ABOUT AMANI WOMEN CENTER, INC. 

501-C3 Non-Profit Organization – Clarkston Ga 
 

• AWC’s mission is to empower and educate refugee and immigrant women through culturally 
tailored programs that contribute to their economic security and overall wellbeing. Our programs 
and services are linguistically and culturally appropriate to meet the needs of the different 
ethnicities we serve. 

• AWC operates 3 main programs using a holistic approach.  

1. Amani Sewing Academy, with emphasis on life skills, self-sufficiency, workforce 
development, job placement, and small-scale manufacturing. 
 

2. The Healthy Families Program provides refuge for refugee women to be natured mentally 
and physically and foster healthy family relationships at home including their emotional 
well-being. HFP addresses health iniquities and provides support for program participants 
within the sewing academy and the community at large. The support services include 
assistance from AWC case workers for human and social services, domestic violence 
prevention, sexual assault advocacy, counseling, interpretation, and translation, including 
workshops/classes that teach and address financial literacy, computer literacy, ESL, and 
civic engagement. 

 

3. AWC Community Ambassadors’ Leadership Program - The women receive training and 
skills to take on leadership roles in the community. AWC community ambassadors 
outreach efforts during the pandemic pivoted to aiding the community in human and 
social services. AWC 1-800 helpline was implemented to aid with Covid-19 emergencies, 



assisting with vaccinations, screening applicants for benefits such as Medicaid, TANF, 
Food Stamps, Childcare. All services, including translation and interpretation are 
conducted in15 languages. 
 

Highlights Since Covid-19 Pandemic:  

• Earlier this year, AWC awarded certificates of completion to 23 graduates from 8 different 
countries and gifted each woman with a new Singer sewing machine. The sewing program has a 
98% Graduation rate. 74% started a home business. 87% say they now earn livable wages and 
have improved English speaking and coping skills – a powerful testimony and credit to our 
program instructors and ESL volunteers.  

• We are proud of our manufacturing team of 12 workers from our workforce development 
efforts. - comprising students and alumnae who are earning income for sewing various items 
from contract orders: to name just a few…. 

* 2,000 high end pillow covers for a Marietta based company. 
* 400 table runners for a Decatur small business owner.  
* 100 make-up bags for an Alpharetta beauty accessories company.  

• Our team has been instrumental in developing our made in Clarkston line of products including, 
cross body bags, eye glass cases, pillowcases, table runners, aprons, and wine totes.  

• During the early stages of the pandemic, the women made over 6,000 face masks. Some were 
donated to the refugee community and some to essential workers. Others were sold and revenue 
from the initiative was able to put food on the table for many of the program participants and 
their families. 

• AWC community mobilization and outreach efforts in partnership with Dekalb County Board of 
Health, City of Clarkston, Dekalb County and CORE vaccinated over 975 adults & 370 children – 
the highest Dekalb County vaccination data within the Clarkston zip code.  

• AWC case workers have assisted over 1,800 families with covid related emergencies since the 
pandemic with utility and rental assistance to avoid eviction or Homelessness. They have 
screened over 2,600 families that were approved for Food Stamps - SNAP, Childcare-CAPS, 
MEDICAID, TANF, LIHEAP assistance – And this is still ongoing.  

• AWC distributed over 625 pounds of food since the pandemic, over 600 test kits, over 4,200 
diapers and wipes, 2,300 bottles of hand sanitizers and other PPE items. These donations 
benefited 300 households and over 3,100 individuals in Clarkston and surrounding cities. 

• We partnered with Clarkston Community Health Center to provide over 15 workshops on 
health, including BP, diabetes, and breast cancer screening. Our community conversations with 
other partners included awareness series on dispelling myths and fears about Covid-19. 

• AWC is excited to announce that despite the challenges of the pandemic, we now occupy our 
own property in Clarkston which houses our administrative offices, a mixed-use space for classes 



and workshops and of course a showroom showcasing various items proudly made by refugee 
women in our program. 

Conclusion: 

We look forward to working with the City of Clarkston and supporting all their efforts to improve 
the challenges ahead. We stand ready to partner with you in delivering services to help African 
families, immigrants and the refugee population. 
 
If you have questions on this proposal, feel free to contact Doris Mukangu at your convenience 
by email at doris@amaniwomencenter.org or by phone at 678-793-0466 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Doris Mukangu, 
President/Executive Director 
Amani Women Center, Inc. 
(501(c)3 Organization) 



 
 

  
 

CITY OF CLARKSTON 
 

CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA / MINUTES 
 

                                                     MEETING DATE: February 7, 2023 
            

SUBJECT: To approve the resolution to authorize the purchase of 3520 Montreal Creek 
Court. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE:  To approve the resolution to authorize the purchase of the 3520 Montreal Creek 
Court property.  
 
NEED/ IMPACT:  The city has determined that it is in the public interest to acquire the +/-
2.0 acres of property known as 3520 Montreal Creek Court (Parcel ID 18 118 03 029), 
Clarkston, GA 30021.  The property owner has offered the sell the property to the city for 
$70,000. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  N/A 
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RESOLUTION NO.   __ 
 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF CLARKSTON AUTHORIZING THE 
PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS 3520 MONTREAL CREEK 

COURT.  
 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is in the public interest to 
acquire the property known as 3520 Montreal Creek Ct, Clarkston, GA 30021 (DeKalb 
County tax parcel 18 118 03 029); and 

 
WHEREAS, the owner of said property, Charles T. Hilton, Jr, has offered to sell 

said property to the City for Seventy Thousand Dollars ($70,000). 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clarkston City Council 
hereby authorizes and directs the purchase of the real property more particularly 
described by Exhibit “A” hereto, for the purchase price of Seventy Thousand Dollars 
($70,000). 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council hereby authorizes the 

payment of reasonable closing costs in connection with said purchase. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute a 

contract for the purchase of the property consistent with this Resolution and that the City 
Manager may execute such other documents as may be necessary to accomplish the 
purpose of this Resolution. 

 
SO RESOLVED this ____ day of January, 2023. 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 
 

By  
City Clerk Tomika Mitchell 

CITY COUNCIL 
 CITY OF CLARKSTON, GEORGIA 

 
 

   
Mayor Beverly H. Burks 

 
Approved as to Form: 

 
_  
Stephen G. Quinn  
City Attorney 
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